North Carolina Agricultural and Technical State University

Aggie Digital Collections and Scholarship
NCAT Student Newspapers

Digital Collections

12-2-2004

The Register, 2004-12-02
North Carolina Agricutural and Technical State University

Follow this and additional works at: https://digital.library.ncat.edu/atregister

Recommended Citation
North Carolina Agricutural and Technical State University, "The Register, 2004-12-02" (2004). NCAT
Student Newspapers. 1316.
https://digital.library.ncat.edu/atregister/1316

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Digital Collections at Aggie Digital Collections and
Scholarship. It has been accepted for inclusion in NCAT Student Newspapers by an authorized administrator of
Aggie Digital Collections and Scholarship. For more information, please contact iyanna@ncat.edu.

ThiMT Bedster
Carolina A&T State University

Thursday, December 2, 2004

Volume lxxix, Issue 12

www.ncatregister. org

"AGGIELAND"
LIGHTS UP

Inside

New

fraternity
plans step
team
Erica Franklin
Senior Writer

by

Lambda Chi Alpha originated on the campus of
Boston University. It was
founded by Warren Albert
Cole on Nov. 9,1909. Its
headquarters resides in
Indianapolis, Ind
The purpose of the fraternity is to bring together college men of good moral
character in various collegiate institutions within the
United States and Canada.
Each member is to foster a
high Christian standard of
life and ideals, promote
honorable friendship, cultivate intellectual excellence
and secure the greatest
advantages in college life
Members are also to establish brotherly love, mutual
aid, close personal connection between alumni, undergraduates and college, and
to bind them together for
mutual pleasure and interest
in college. During and after
college life, members are
tested with courage, selfcontrol, obedience, democracy and courtesy toward all
with whom he may come in
contact Lambda CM Alpha

Kweisi Mfume
resigns from being
president of the
NAACP

photos by Brett Harriiigton

(Top) A massive light display welcomes visitors to the A&T light show. Right, Gingerbread
people dance under the mistletoe.

By

A&T graduate
Sharon Warren
stars in "Ray"

Aggies men win first
basketball game
of the season
against High Point

Harold Chairs

Contributor
On Nov. 29,North
Carolina A&T kicked off its
first annual Aggie Land
Festival of Lights. The Aggie
Land Festival of Lights will
go thru Saturday, Dec. 4.
The Aggie Land Festival
Lights will feature local talent each night on the
Holland Bowl Stage.
The General Electric
Company donated one million lights to decorate the
campus. The light show will
be along Laurel, Bluford
and Nocho Streets on campus.
On Monday, the festival
bought out many people
from the community.
Greensboro resident Vonda
Milton said the lights were
beautiful. "I even had a
chance to bring my son and
the displays are beautiful,"
Milton said.
Many students were very
appreciative to have the
lights on the campus.
"It's a breath of fresh air,"
says freshman nursing
major Jasmine Berrocal. "It
helps keep your mind off

studying."

"It makes you feel like
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you in Christmas spirit."
"This is good for A&T's
program, it gets all of the
students and it is bringing
people all over Greensboro,"
says freshmen Zalika
Young. "This is what it is all
about."
"The decorations are eye
catching and it livens up the
campus," says sophomore
Crystal Pickett. "They
should do this every year."
The first performance of
the night on Monday was
the A&T Gospel Choir. The
Gospel Choir sang an array
of songs.
"I enjoyed the atmosphere and the talented
groups that performed," say
Angelia Ray, a senior music
vocal performance major. "I
appreciate the administration and the students
attempt to bring a more festive holiday mood to campus."
The second performance
of the night consisted of a
performance from the
Richard B. Harrison Players.
They did melodies of three
songs: O Come Emanuel,
Joy and We Three Kings.
"It was intense, cold outside," said senior Alicia

Andrews, "but once we got
motivated and singing all of
our work from rehearsal
paid off."
"They were very spiritual, they brought a good
vibe," says Brittany
Stephens. "Itreminds you of
church."
The last performance of
the night was presented by
the dancers of the
Powerhouse of Deliverance
Garden Cathedral.
They worked hard, working with the kids has been a
learning experiment, says
coordinator Crystal Pickett.
"The kids really worked
hard."
Aggie student Trey
Totten, an electronic computer technology student,
was one of the people
responsible for the festival,
according to David Hoard,

see Fraternity on page 2
associate vice chancellor for
university relations.
"It all has to deal with
student initiative that started these festivities, the students worked hard over the
summer and into the fall,"
says Hoard.
"Trey Totten established
a proposal to GE and he
developed the plan, budget,
coordinated the poster contest and so much more to
bring the festivity together.
I love that GE has given
our school so much money.
We have had a long positive
relationship with GE. They
have created a great network since they have hired
so many of our Aggies."
"It feels good giving
back to our school, since it
has given me so much,"
says Totten. "I feel like a
trendsetter."

Gay 'P.R.I.D.E'
chapter on campus
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home," says freshman
Sakinah Washington. "It put

By

Jessica De Vault

Contributor
People Recognizing
Individual Diversity and
Equality is what the term
P.R.I.D.E. means for the
newest student organization
on campus. The nationallyknown organization caters
largely to the gay and lesbian population. The organization recently established
its charter and within its
purpose P.R.I.D.E. plans to
educate the campus on gay,
lesbian, bisexual and transgender issues, all of which
are relatively taboo at A&T.
Jasman Johnson, an A&T
graduate student, is the
founder of P.R.I.D.E
"In my opinion, the university needed a gay organi-

zation," Johnson said, "and
with the growing numbers
on the campus we can be a
strong organization."
The numbers for the first
meeting were impressive
with 45 interested students
showing up, alongside four
faculty members. Regardless
of the issues P.R.I.D.E. wants
to focus on, Johnson says
that P.R.I.D.E. is available to
everyone.
"The overall goal is to
diminish the stereotype and
to help bring people out of

being homophobic,"

Johnson reiterated.

"Heterosexuals are definitely welcome."
Cliff Lowery, the advisor
for P.R.I.D.E. and several
other minority organizations, is enthusiastic about

P.R.I.D.E. and believes that
the campus is mature
enough to handle an organization of this nature.
"I trust our students to be
open-minded," Lowery said.
"These folks are citizens of
our community, and if we're
genuine in our effort to be
welcoming than we want to
allow room for people to
develop to their greatest
potential/'
Precious, Monique and
Alisha, three newly-inducted members who declined
to give their full names,
were happy to join
However, the organization's
coming out was practically a
secret. The three young
women had mixed emotions

"I'm not comfortable with

being out yet," said Alisha.

"And I don't want it getting
out back home."
"Honestly, I don't care,"
Precious said. "I am who I
am."

Despite that, they are satisfied to see an organization
on the campus for gay and
lesbian students.
"We kept thinking, 'it's so
many of us'," Precious said.
"'We ought to just form
something."
"There are so many homosexuals and lesbians out on
the campus, and it's weird
that you'll see them and we
call them fam[ily]."
Monique said, "But it's not
like we're family because we
don't ever talk to that person so we felt there was a
see PRIDE on page 2

Reporter
talks war
stories

from Iraq

Photo by Patrice Withers

Demorris Lee is a
general assignment
reporter for the News

and Observer.
By Patrice Withers
Layout and Design Editor

After spending nearly a
month in Iraq and riding
with troops of the North
Carolina National Guard,
Demorris Lee came back to
the states in July to compile
information he collected
while in a war zone. Lee
currently works with the
News and Observer's metro
desk where he serves as a
general assignment writer.
With hands on experience
Lee was able to keep a journal of his observation about
in Iraq. On Nov. 16, he had
an opportunity to give a
presentation at the annual
fall lecture series, sponsored
by the Department of
burnalism and Mass
Communication
Students were able to
view Lee's power point
presentation of photographs
see Fall Lecture on page 2
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VICTIMS SPEAK OUT
ABOUT ROBBERY
By Philip Morgan

Contributor
When it comes to the
security and well-being of
its students, three students
believe that A&T needs to
make some major changes
When Rander Harris Jr.,
William Taylor and William
Goldsboro returned home
from fall break, they were
shocked to find that their
Riverwalk home had been
broken into and ransacked.
"The backdoor window had
been busted in, all of the
room doors had holes in
them. It was like a forced
entry type of deal/' says
Harris. The items stolen
included televisions, computers and DVDs.
After reporting the incident to the police, the trio
went over to Housing,
where Harris believes that
they were not treated with
care deserving of the situation. Even though they
were moved into Scott Hall,
there still seemed to be
issues with the Housing
Department
"The topics of concern,
which were security and
actually caring about our
well-being, it didn't seem
like they cared about that at
all," said Harris. Harris,
who is on the Senate,
believes there was no plan
of action for if and when
this situation came up
"We pretty much felt
like guinea pigs, in a way,"
says Harris.
Not one of the three
wanted to stay in Riverwalk
They wanted to stay in the
new Scott Hall. However,
complications with the
Housing department came
up. When asked what corn-

plication came up with

Housing, Goldsboro stated
that "Their alleged computer breakdown, mix-up," was
one of them. Without the
use of computers, everyone's paperwork was mixed
up.
"People that I know, got
put in places they didn't
want to be in," says
Goldsboro. Goldsboro, for
example, was placed at the
Aggie Inn. This was a problem for him because he was
without a car. So he was
forced to "scramble" to get a

ETY TIPS

|>Keep all doors and
windows locked

>Do not allow strangers
or suspicious-looking

persons into your room
or home

car.

Another problem was
with security. The security
at Riverwalk is only from 6
to 11 p.m.
"That is ridiculous," says
Harris. The security rides
around in golf carts and
they are not armed. Taylor
said that because they are
over in Riverwalk, "A&T
won't help them as much as
they would those who live
on campus in the dorms."
Harris believes that A&T
has become a money-based
school. "The (money) spent
building the new patio outside Williams Cafeteria
would have better been
spent on security," claims
Harris. Currently police
said there are suspects but
nothing solid.
Harris and Taylor both
agreed that A&T has to do
something about the security of its students. They both
agree that some workneeds
to be done within the
Housing Department.
Neither of them believes the
changes will happen
overnight. They just hope
the changes occur so this
won't happen to future A&T
students.

>Do not let anyone bor-

row your house or room
keys

D>Get to know neighbors

and people who frequent
the area in which you
live

>Try

to establish a com-

munity-watch group in
your neighborhood

C>Consider using an

exterior light as a theftdeterrent

OReport suspicious
activity to the local law
enforcement agency

PRIDE
need for an organization
like this."
The young women look
forward to planning events
and outings such as
fundraisers and trips to
Black College Week at Kings
Dominion. There didn't
appear to be much concern
for future problems with
students of differing opinions.

"I feel the campus as a
whole won't have a problem," Precious said, "but
there are always those conservative types."
Johnson, on the other
hand, was more obstinate
"We have a right to be
here and we're not going
anywhere," Johnson said.
"We're going to be a prosperous group regardless."
Flyers of P.R.I.D.E. have
been posted around the
campus and students didn't
appear to have a problem
with the organization's presence at all. Connie Blue, a
junior at A&T, supported

the organization
"I don't have any problems with people being who
they are," Blue said. "I'm
definitely for people standing up for themselves."
Alicia Mitchell, a junior
marketing major agreed.
"Personally it doesn't bother
me, at all. The only thing
that's different is that they
love the same sex. If they
want to have an organization, go ahead."
Many students found no
problems with the organization co-existing on campus;
however few would ever
participate in P.R.I.D.E.
"I don't have a problem
with the group," Steve
Hudson, a freshman, said,
"But I wouldn't go to a

meeting."

Because an advisor can
never be too careful,
Lowery's confidence in the
students didn't make him
any less apprehensive about
how P.R.I.D.E. came on the
yard.

Fraternity
Continued from page 1
minimum requirement of
six hours of community
service a month per person
The fraternity is also
involved in community
service. Lambda Chi Alpha
participates in blood and
food drives, charity, and
ushering during MLK Day.
New members are wanted. Due to the fact that the
organization is not chartered, they can only obtain
Alpha International
of
the
members through commuFraternit Inc. is one
men's
fraternity service projects or by
general
largest
nities in North America. The someone asking to join.
After joining, men have the
fraternity is approaching
opportunity ofbecoming an
300,000 initiated members
associate member. In order
and chapters at more than
universities;
to do this, there must be a
this
300
vote among the brothers of
colonies,
which
includes
the fraternity.
have not yet been chartered
"One is able to go through
In addition, there are eight
the associate member cerechapters already in North
mony after we have spent
Carolina.
enough time to know that
This fraternity was the
he
is a high-quality gentlefirst to eliminate pledging
man," said Chris Lo, the
and remains a leader in the
recruitment chairperson,
fight against hazing and
The ceremony is not like
alcohol abuse. They do not
the "coming out" of the
want to humiliate or
other fraternities on camdegrade anyone through
It is strictly a private
emotional
abuse.
pus.
physical or
The organization at A&T celebration among the
brothers
is currently only a colony,
"It is not for entertainmeaning that it has not yet
been chartered. It plans to ment," said Vice President
Dustin Lupton. Lupton
apply for a charter by the
The
added everybody on camfraternity
end of April.
a
still
to
have
looking
pus knows when someone
is
wants to be a member
total of 20 members by that
because it is not kept secret,
time.
yet it is not announced to
The colony does not affilthe public either. If one
iate themselves with a spemembers
were to ask, then they
cific church, so all
would be told. It is not like
"We
conare appreciated.
pledging, where nobody is
sider anyone initiated our
supposed to know.
brother, regardless of their
As an associate member,
background, race, creed or
one has the same rights and
religion. There are a few
as a brother.
responsibilities
who practice other religions
member
also
associate
An
said
Vice
group,"
within the
has the right to assume the
President Dustin Lupton.
role of an officer.
If the A&T colony gets
After six to eight weeks,
its charter, then it will abide
known as a trial process, the
by the national required
brothers will vote to make
GPA, which is 2.25. The
a
one an initiated member or
also
have
fraternity will

provides opportunities for

academic achievement, leadership development and
lifetime friendships.
There are 13 member
expectations. They range
from striving for the highest
academic achievement possible to neither using nor
supporting the use of illegal
drugs.
Currently, Lambda Chi

Lam

Continued from page 1
"Because of the present
climate we wanted to be
careful and sure," Lowery
said. "We wanted to make
sure the atmosphere was
free and safe for these students."
Even though there are
possible conflicts and setbacks, Johnson remains vigilant.
"I don't anticipate any
drama, per se," Johnson
said. "We're just unclear
about who we have to be

supportive."

Whether the student body
welcomes RR.I.D.E. or not,
Johnson knows that the
organization has to press
forward
"We're behind the times.
Howard University has had
a gay/lesbian group since
1990," Johnson said, "But as
long as the differences and
diversities of mankind exist,
democracy must allow for
compromise, for accommodation, and for the recognition of differences."

J II THE EE6IST1
Build your RESUME' experience
in SALES, MARKETING,
ADVERTISING, ACCOUNTING
and BUSSINESS
If you are interested contact us

at aaaiereaister(5)vahoo.com
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a Executive

brother. During this
process, associated members
need to know the Greek
alphabet, history of the fraternity, manners, etc. If the
young man is voted in by
the brothers, then he
becomes an official brother.
While being a brother,
one can join The Joe Charles
Mentoring Program. This
program was created by the
fraternity to provide members with the opportunity to
find alumni to mentor or
intern within their city and
area of study.
Some famous members
of Lambda Chi Alpha are
Larry A. Brown, head coach
of the Philadelphia 76ers;
Rick Pitino, head coach of
the Boston Celtics; Harry S.
Truman, the 33rd president;
William T. Dillard,
Chairman/CEO of Dillard
Department Stores.
Lambda Chi Alpha plans
to be involved in the campus community not only
through community service,
but activities too. They
hope to participate in homecoming and Aggie Fest
activities

"There has been talk
about forming a step team,
which will also be the first
for Lambda Chi Alpha,"
said Lupton,
Since A&T's Lambda Chi
Alpha will be the first chapter at an HBCU, Lo hopes
the multiracial fraternity
will have a positive effect on
the campus.
"I want it to be where
people do not see color in
this fraternity. As long as
we believe in the same
morals, there should be no
race issues involved," said
Lo.
Anyone interested or
inquiring about the fraternity please email Chris Lo at

LCA_colony@hotmail.com.

Boar

Mem ers

High Alpha (President) Terrell Brown
High Beta (Vice President) Dustin Lupton
High Tau (Treasurer) Daniel Richardson
High Delta (Recruitment Chair) Chris Lo
High Gamma (Secretary) Dave Eisenhardt
High Iota (Risk Management Chair) Michael McDaniel
High Kappa (Fraternity Educator) Allen Pipken
High Sigma (Scholastic Chair) Chris Rutkoski

Fall Lecture
Continued from page 1
he and his photographer
shot while in Iraq. The pictures showed from everyday
photos of Iraqi children to
him being able to stand in
front of the Tigris River.
Contrary to what many
Americans may believe the
children were adorable to
Lee and wanted their pictures taken. Lee and his
photographer were told
they were the first American
civilians to stand so closely
to the Iraq and Iran border.
Lee had the ultimate experience of living just like the
troops. He had to be steadily on the move carry his
own supplies and maybe
take a shower every three to
four days. Instead of living
a luxurious lifestyle many
journalists often want to go
to cover a war to make a
name for themselves
He also shared with everyone some of his journal
entries he wrote while in
Iraq. One of the entries he
read was about a church
service he attended on Sun.,
June 27. Amazingly, as segregated as Americans are on
Sundays, Lee had the same
experience with the military
church service in Iraq.
"I went to the 9 a.m. worship service. The white min-

ister did his thing, they sang
a couple of songs and then
they all left," Lee said. "I
was standing around afterwards when I saw a bunch
of black soldiers coming in
and a black man asked if I
wanted to join the service.
Feeling obligated, I went. I
was taken by the fact there
were two services, one for
mostly white soldiers and
the other for mostly blacks."
Reporters often times may
feel like it is very difficult to
report about an incident that
they have already formed
some bias about especially
when you are an American
going to cover a war story
where your own people are
fighting.
"As a reporter you have to
find a way to separate yourself, separate what you
think about and believe
about war or if we should
even be there," Lee said.
"What I tried to do was
report specifically on the
unit to take myself out of
the story and talk about
what was happening in
Iraq."
Many journalists want the
big story to write about and
some never second guess
the opportunity to write
about a war.

"As a journalist we live for
the biggest story and I wanted to cover a war/' Lee said.
"You have to be prepared to
be remote. We [journalist]
want to be on the big stories."
Lee closed his speech by
talking about his arrest the
Sunday prior to him coming
to A&T. Police came to Lee's
home that night to handcuff
him and lead him to the
Wake County detention center because of a story he had
been covering for the last
three years about a kid who
he felt was wrongly convicted for a robbery. Last month
he wrote a couple of stories
about it and called the person that was robbed. He left
her two to three messages
and she put a warrant out
for his arrest for harassing
phone calls.
"Sometimes as a journalist
when you are on to a good
story people always try to
find a way to take you off of
it or find a way to sidetrack
you about what you think is
right," Lee said. "Rather if
you are a journalist, in pubhe relations or whatever you
want to be, don't allow people to sidetrack you from
completing what you need
to do."
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New construction coming to
East Market Street
By

Stancheka Boone
Contributor

Almost every successful
university has a place where
students can walk to get the
necessities of campus life.
UNC-Greensboro has Tate
Street, UNC-Chapel Hill has
Franklin Street, and N.C.
State has Hillsborough
Street

For A&T, there is the
East Market Square shopping center. It is small, but
it does have something for
just about everyone, within
a reasonable walking distance. The shopping center,
made up of the Gate City
Barber Shop, Curl UP & Dye
Beauty Salon, Nails Image
and the College Pantry, is
located across from the

Dudley Building on East
Market Street and is current-

ly undergoing construction
to make room for new businesses

With A&T's enrollment
growing rapidly every year,
there is a greater opportunity for businesses that cater
to the needs of students.
If the additions to the
shopping center fare well
with the students, the shopping center could be a way
to cut down on the car
issues facing A&T. If there
are more commercial outlets
for non-driving students,
the urge and necessity of
bringing a car to campus
would not be as strong.
Tiffany Mallory, junior
Journalism and Mass
Communication major, said
that this is a problem facing
A&T's campus.
"There are just not
enough places that we can
walk to. We have to catch

photo by Erica Franklin

S&J Management Corporation has some new
construction in the works on East Market
Street.

cabs and buses everywhere," said Mallory.
S&J Management
Corporation, owner of the
East Market Square shopping center, is not sure what
new businesses will be
opening, but Mac Sims,
president of the East Market
Street Development
Corporation, is sure that the
expansion will bring more
people to East Market
Street.
"It will benefit neighborhood businesses, residents,
and college students," Sims
said.
Mallory hopes that the
new businesses will be
something that students
need, such as a bookstore or
grocery store.
Although the construction on East Market Street is
difficult to navigate, Sims is
certain that the construction

is being done at the right
time. He believes that if a
business can get off their
feet, it is always the right
time. As of now the weather
is the only thing that might
hinder the construction.
"Hopefully, the weather
will clear up and they can
get it done," said Sims.
Melvin "Skip" Alston,
president of S&J
Management Corporation
has been an essential part of
the Greensboro community
for years, focusing on making Greensboro better. He
started his company in 1982
and currently manages a $45
million property base.
He currently serves as a
Greensboro County
Commissioner and is a former president of the
Greensboro NAACP.

Renovated Crosby reopening
for spring semester
By

Shevaun J. Lassiter

Senior Writer

When the New Classroom
Building opened over a year
ago, Crosby Hall closed for
renovations. Now it is
Crosby's turn to have a
grand opening,
The newly renovated
Crosby Hall will house the
Department of Journalism
and Mass Communication
as well as Speech
Communication

Departments that were formerly in Crosby, such as
English, Foreign Languages,
and Speech Pathology, will
remain in the New
Classroom Building
"I'm excited about
Crosby because it will continue the architectural
design that was introduced
with the NCB," said Teresa
Styles, JOMC chairperson.
According to Styles, the
renovated communications
building will have state-ofthe-art classrooms similar to
those in the NCB.
Computer labs for journalism, public relations, and
broadcast production majors
will also be a new addition
to the building.
"The labs will comply
with the Accrediting
Council on Education in
Journalism and Mass
r
I

Communication (ACEJMC)
puter labs and classrooms
standards," said Styles.
With the new building
will also come some new
Crosby Hall originally
opened in September 1970
computers and programs.
and cost the university $1.4
Though nothing has been
finalized, the journalism and
million. With 18 classrooms, three seminar rooms, mass communications
12 communication laboratodepartment is considering
Macintosh G5 computers
ries, space for the campus
radio and television stathat are necessary for multitions, Crosby was considmedia design.
ered to be an "ultra-modTamrat Mereba, an assoern" building in 1970
ciate professor in the JOMC
department, believes that
JOMC faculty members
recently got a sneak preview the renovated building, new
of the new Crosby Hall.
computers and equipment
"I saw it and it looks like will help students and
teachers further the quality
it's going to be good. I'm
of education in the JOMC
excited about it/' said Linda
department.
Callahan, an associate proMereba, who instructs
fessor in the JOMC departseveral media management
ment.
Even though Callahan
and digital technology
admits to being comfortable courses said, "As a teacher
in the NCB, she can not wait I believe you have to have
to move back in to Crosby
convergence technology.
Video, audio (sound) and
Hall.
"When we were in
computers (digital) will conCrosby we had three to four verge together and it will
professors in one office. It
really facilitate learning and
was not a good situation for make learning interactive.
students who have conWe must give students the
cerns," said Callahan
power to be interactive."
"Now we will have our own
"The building will house
offices."
JOMC with all of the equipment and instruction mateAccording to Callahan,
the television and radio starial for instructors and faculty to do their best work/'
tions, now housed in Price
said Styles. "Everybody
Hall, will be in Crosby.
On their sneak peek of
will be happy."
Crosby Hall, the faculty saw
the new editing lab, corn-
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INTERESTED IN
ASSISTING THE A&T
REGISTER?
Writers and Photographers Needed.
Come by NCB-328 or email us at

register@ncat.edu
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(Top) The renovations
to Crosby Hail are
almost complete and
the building is scheduled to open for the
Spring 2005 semester. Below, the new
classrooms will have

chalkboards and dryerase boards.

photos by Chad Roberts
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Davis' time as
A.D. too short
The Charles Davis era of
A&T athletics came to an

end last week when
Chancellor James Renick
quietly dismissed him after
less than three years of service. Now Renick will have to
replace him, and that may
not be easy as the firing.
Davis was not liked by
everyone within the A&T
community, but he was in
the process of proving himself worthy to be at the helm
of the university's athletic
department. Perhaps most
important, he was bringing
money to the department
through sponsorships and
big-money football games.
He first made waves in
2002 when, still new on the
job, he fired Bill Hayes, the
school's all-time winningest
football coach and a cornmunity favorite. The act
caused quite an uproar, but
Davis weathered the storm
and stayed on course. He
seemed to have a penchant
for firing people; within a
year of removing Hayes, the
men's and women's basketball coaches as well as the

women's volleyball coach
found themselves under the
axe of Charles Davis. Even
the position of sports information director, a rather low
one in the athletic chain of
command, was not immune
to Davis' pink-slip wrath.
But, Davis produced
results. He was the driving
force behind the rebuilding
ofA&T's old and decrepit
track surface. Now, the
Olympic-quality track is
enabling the university to
host top-rate trackand field
events such as NCAA
regional championships
Both basketball teams have
slowly but surely shown
signs of improvement over
the years prior to Davis
coming to A&T. But the
biggest surprise came in the
form of Hayes' replacement
George Small, who guided
the football team to the 2003
conference title in his debut
season as head coach.
Davis, a Wake Forest
alum who is a member of
the ACC's 50th Anniversary
basketball team, was also
successful in arranging

financially beneficial football games. Last year's Las
Vegas Classic and next
year's Circle City Classic
both came with automatic
six-figure payouts for the
athletic department. The
2004 game against Davis'
alma mater also raked in an
estimated $125,000.
Despite being unpopular
among some of A&T's longtime supporters, Davis was
a strong-willed, progressive
athletic director who had
strong connections with
major collegiate athletic programs in North Carolina.
Perhaps his major fault was
that he was so committed to
moving the program ahead
that he ran over too many

people.

The A&T athletic program was better off with
Davis as its director. The
university willbe hardpressed to find a replacement who will keep the
department from backsliding-
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CONSTRUCTION,
PARKING DON'T

MIX
Erica Franklin
Senior Writer

By
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Does anyone notice how
many parking spaces construction workers occupy on
campus?
I refuse to buy a $200
dollar parking sticker, only
to never find an actual space
in any of the campus parking lots. So, instead of wasting money, I have been
parking on the Sullivan strip
and near the Dowdy
Building, or sometimes I
even walk to my classes.
Yet, lately it has been a
struggle to make it to class
on time. I can just imagine
how people who live far
from campus feel.
It is a known fact that
there is a vast amount of
construction taking place on

Sullivan Street, but why are
construction workers able to
park on the same strip
where students without
parking stickers park?
It absolutely burns me
up when I see a construction
worker walking to his car,
only to find out he is not
about to leave; he is about to
sit in his car to eat lunch.
Since construction workers
work eight hour shifts, their
cars occupy parking spaces
for about the same amount
of time.
It also makes me mad
when construction trucks
take up more than one spot
because of their size. If a
vehicle is not the length of
one car, not only should it
not be able to park on the
Sullivan strip, it should not
be allowed to park in any of
the student parking areas on
the campus.
Another problem with
the construction is that the
actual construction sites cut
into parking spots. The
entries of all of the sites take
up several spaces.
Finally, is it not danger-

ous for construction vehicles
to maneuver in the middle
of the street? Tractor trailers
and dump trucks are hazards when they back up or
block off an entire street on
a college campus. This causes cars to cross lanes to get
around trucks. Hello!—car
accidents can occur when
this happens.
If A&T had tried to find
solutions to these problems
in the beginning stages of
the construction on Sullivan
Street, then I probably could
make it to class on time.
The campus is already
overcrowded with cars as it
is. So, why bring more on
to the campus? The solution is simple. Construction
workers should have their
own designated parking lot.
Also, there should be someone directing traffic on
Sullivan Street
Construction should not
be made in to a student's
problem. We all pay way
too much money to deal
with stress that we do not
need.

Win or lose, here we go again
By

Chad Roberts

Editor-in-Chief

Another semester is now
history. It's been a long, hard
and sometimes strange trip
for us in the newsroom.
And we've still got another
four months before it's over.
Our goal is to report the
news and events of N.C.
A&T and be a source of
information for you, the
reader.
Most of us come from
strong journalism backgrounds, but when the
semester began most of us
were relatively inexperienced and new to our leadership positions on the
newspaper. I blame last
year's staff for not teaching
us anything before they left
Nevertheless, we have
adjusted, grown and
learned on the fly in our

struggle to produce a prod-

uct every week.
The biggest problem we
have had to face have been
the computers we use.
These new, sleek-looking
PC's are fine for computer
labs and sending e-mails.
Unfortunately, they are terribly inadequate for designing a newspaper. Several
times this year a glitch or a
freeze has resulted in us losing all of our work, forcing
us to start over. On more
than one occasion we have
stayed all night and through
the sunrise just to get back
to where we started.
The computers haven't
always cooperated, but the
staff, composed mainly of
humans, has.
We got a call once from
the district attorney of
Guilford County. To my
relief, we weren't getting
sued for libel. Lamont
Bowens, who was accused
of shooting to death A&T
student Chris Harmon, was
about to stand trial. The trial
would last for a week, from
9 a.m. until 5 p.m.
We had to cover this as a
team, since most of us had
at least two classes during
those hours. Julius
McKinley, Denada Jackson,
Chandre Dean and myself

spent shifts in the court-

house between classes. The
teamwork produced, in my
opinion, two solid, informative articles. The final article,
which reported Bowens
being found guilty and sentenced to life in prison, was
picked up by Black College
Wire, an Internet news service for HBCU students.
There have been quite a
few controversial topics that
we have been
privileged/cursed in covering. The initial decisionby
the SGA to not have a
gospel concert for
Homecoming did not sit too
well with members of the
gospel choir. The article,
which I wrote, turned out to
be a little presumptuous. As
it turned out, there was a
gospel concert. In my own
defense, I was just going
with the facts as they were
told to me.
Another bit of controvercame
when Gail Cobb,
sy
the varsity cheerleading
coach, got canned by the
athletic director. Cobb and I
had a good relationship,
because there were times I
traveled withher and the
team for out-of-town ballgames. I wrote about it
when it happened, and one
of the cheerleaders I quoted

in the story got kicked off
the squad. As an example of
what goes around comes
back around, the athletic
director has since been
removed from his position,
Some of us on the staff
got a brief vacation when
we went to the Associated
Collegiate Press annual convention in Nashville for four
days. I also got to see one of
the guys I grew up with,
and that was a highlight of
the trip for me.
Unfortunately, the down
side of the trip was the news
we got from Greensboro
about Wendell Sellars, who
died in his Scott Hall dormitory the same week. We covered that story as well, with
Karina Hardy and Harold
Chairs doing the bulk of the
work since most of us were
away.
Five A&T students were
recently arrested in connection with an armed robbery
that took place on the campus of UNCG. Shevaun
Lassiter, one of the hardestworking student journalists
I've met, struggled with that
that story.
For whatever reason, the
A&T police department
refused to comment and
Shevaun had to rely on
reports from the News &

Record, the local daily
paper, for much of the information. The article drew
interest from several editors
at the professional level, but
they questioned why
Shevaun was relying so
heavily on professional
reporters. Shevaun did what
she could, and if I was in
her situation I can't say I
would have performed any
better.
Journalism is hard, especially when computers
break down, people won't
talk, you don't always know
what to do, you're hungry
and you don't have any
money. There have been
times this year when I've
wished I wasn't the editor
and I was just a regular guy
withnothing to do but go to
class and go home.
One thing that keeps me
going is the progression of
the newspaper itself.
Despite the obvious flaws,
The A&T Register is 10
times better than it was last
year. I haven't seen all the
newspapers at other
HBCUs, but I sincerely
believe ours ranks with the
best of them, at least from a
design standpoint. The credit for that goes to Patrice
Withers, the Layout &
Design editor.

Another, justas important reason for our tireless
work, is the promising
underclassmen journalism
majors. I love watching the
young writers develop,
because they will be "holding it down" when this
year's staff has moved on to
the real world. Some of
them (Erika Franklin,
Stancheka Boone, Crystal
Williams) will probably be
in charge of The A&T
Register next year. Some
(Shannon Pittman, Vanette
Matthews, Jameya Porter)
have potential, and we current staff members need to
work with them to make
sure that their potential is
realized. Others (HAROLD
CHAIRS!) just need practice,
help, prayer and guidance,
but that's what we're here
for.
So, I'm looking forward
to next semester and all the
challenges and opportunities it will bring. We have a
great staff, super contributors and computers that
aren't worth two cents. But
that's not going to stop us;
we will still do our jobs and
get better with each issue.
That's all I have to say
for now. I'll holler at you
guys Jan. 20th.
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THE GRADUATE PROGRAM IN HEALTH
ADMINISTRATION AT OHIO UNIVERSITY
J Are you a senior?

/ Do you have a grade point average of at least 3.0?
J Have you taken an introductory or basic class in

management, accounting, and statistics?

Are you interested in obtaining a Master of Health
Administration degree in only ONE year?
IF YOUR ANSWER TO ALL OF THESE QUESTIONS
IS YES, YOU SHOULD CONSIDER APPLYING TO
OHIO UNIVERSITY'S MASTER OF HEALTH
ADMINISTRATION PROGRAM.
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT PROFESSOR
DOUGLAS BOLON AT (740) 593-0750 OR
bolon@ohio.edu. YOU CAN ALSO VISIT OUR
WEBSITE AT www.ohiou.edu/healthsciences/mhca.htm
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Mfume Resigns Post as Head
of NAACP
By Ruby L. Bailey

KRT

-

WASHINGTON
NAACP President Kweisi
Mfume stepped down unexpectedly Tuesday as the
head of the nation's oldest
civil rights organization.
Mfume took over the
National Association for the
Advancement of Colored
People nearly nine years ago
at a time of ballooning debt,
scandal and declining membership. He all but eliminated the debt and substantially restored the group's
image after its former president, the Rev. Benjamin
Chavis, used $332,400 in
NAACP funds to avert a
sexual harassment lawsuit
"I'll land somewhere,"
Mfume, 56, said Tuesday as
he announced his resignation at the organization's
Baltimore headquarters
"My decision to move on
should be seen for what it
is: another choice to seek
another challenge, and
another chance to make a
difference."
Mfume, who began his
career as a Baltimore radio
talk-show host and political
activist in the 1970s, said he
wanted to spend more time
with his family, especially
his 14-year-old son.

"I don't want to miss
another basketball game. I
want to sew on his varsity
letter on his sweater,"
Mfume said. "I just need a
break. I need a vacation."
There are rumors that
the former five-term U.S.
representative from
Maryland plans to run for
the U.S. Senate or mayor of
Baltimore. Mfume, who
once headed the
Congressional Black
Caucus, also served on the
Baltimore City Council for
seven years.
His resignation surprised some
"I hadn't contemplated
it," said Roger Wilkins, the
publisher of the NAACP's
Crisis Magazine and a history professor at George
Mason University in
Virginia. "But he said he's
tired and he wants to be
with his kids. If he's going
to get back into politics, you
would think that a fellow
would want a break."
The NAACP board of
directors, which recently
took up renewal of Mfume's
four-year contract, may have
thought that Mfume couldn't lead the organization
aggressively, said Ronald
Walters, a political science
professor at the University
of Maryland in College
Park. The board elected

play dead to that or you can
fight it," Walters said. "If
you're going to fight it,

photo by Andre F. Chung/Baltimore Sun/KRT

Kweisi Mfume resigned as NAACP president on
Nov. 30, citing personal reasons. The organization's General Counselor, Dennis Hayes, will
serve as interim president.
Mfume unanimously in
1996.
Calls to the NAACP's
headquarters for comment
on Walters' theory weren't
returned.
The group, facing
declining national visibility
and stagnant membership,
was snubbed in July when
President Bush refused to
address its convention in

Philadelphia
Last month, NAACP
Chairman Julian Bond
announced that the IRS was
investigating the NAACP's
tax-exempt status after
speeches by Bond that were
sharply critical of the president. The IRS imposes limits on the partisanship of

nonprofits.

"You can roll over and

you're going to need a more
aggressive leadership style
than Mfume's."
Mfume will step down
Jan. 1 and will serve as a
consultant until July.
General Counsel Dennis
Hayes will serve as interim
president while the organization searches nationally
for a successor.
Walters said Wendell
Anthony, the president of
the NAACP's Detroit chapter, or U.S Rep. Maxine
Waters, D-Calif., were likely
candidates to succeed
Mfume.
Anthony, who made a
failed bid in 2002 for
NAACP national board
member, didn't return
phone calls. He's led the
Detroit chapter- the nation's
largest- for 10 years.
Mfume came into the
organization with a sixpoint agenda: civil rights,

political empowerment,
education, excellence, eco-

nomic development, and
health and youth outreach.
He succeeded most in
improving the group's
finances and bruised image
after Chavis.
He slashed the budget,
consolidated regional
offices, increased donations

and nearly eliminated the
$3.2 million debt he inherited.
"There was a moral crisis, a credibility crisis and a
financial crisis," said the
Rev. Jesse Jackson, the head
of the Rainbow/PUSH
Coalition in Chicago
"Mfume leaves the organization better off than when
he found it."
In September, the
NAACP launched an advertising campaign to combat
its stagnant membership
numbers. It claims 500,000
members, but has struggled
to find its place in the new
civil rights movement and
engage younger, more conservative AfricanAmericans. The group
claims 76,000 youth members.
The new president will
have to deal with issues of
affirmative action and corporate diversity, Jackson
said
"It will go to somebody
who has a passion for social
justice," he said. "The job is
24-7. One must be willing to
fight, to go to jail, to
march."
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reports abuses by
Mexican army

By

Susana Hayward

KRT
MEXICO CITY- Ines
Fernandez Ortega was with
her four children, drying
meat on her patio, when
three soldiers entered her
home in a small indigenous
village in southern Guerrero
state. They accused her of
stealing the meat.
The 27-year-old
Fernandez, a Tlapaneca
Indian, didn't answer
because she speaks little
Spanish. The soldiers raped
her, then took the meat.
Two years later, they
remain unpunished.
Amnesty International,
in a report released Tuesday,
cites the assault on
Fernandez as one of dozens
ofrapes, executions, cases of
torture, kidnappings and
disappearances committed
by members of the Mexican
army in Guerrero since
1996.
"More than 140 disappearances, at least nine
rapes, untold illegal detentions, torture and repression
have been documented
since 1996," Mario Patron, a
Guerrero lawyer who's
working with the human
rights group, said at a news
conference.
Officials in President
Vicente Fox's office declined
to comment, saying they
hadn't seen the report
Guerrero state, best
known for the tourist resort
of Acapulco, has long had a
reputation for violence. Of
the more than 500 people
who disappeared in Mexico
during the so-called dirty
war of the 1960s and '70s,
most came from Guerrero,
according to the National
Commission of Human
Rights.
Two decades later,
Amnesty said in its report,
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Ines Fernandez
Ortega was allegedly
raped by soldiers.
"Mexico: Indigenous
Women and Military
Injustice," that cases involving Mexican soldiers weren't
investigated or prosecuted.
The report details nine
cases of women allegedly
raped by soldiers and calls
for reforms to allow rrulitary
human-rights abuses of
civilians to be tried in civilian courts. It also notes that
rape isn't a crime under
Mexico's code of military
justice

"Unless there are legislative reforms, the military
doesn't care about civilian
allegations," said Monica
Costa, of Amnesty
International's Mexico
research team. "Otherwise,
there's no justice in military
rapes and disappearances."
In 2001, Fox proposed
judicial reforms that included trying members of the
army charged with crimes
in civilian courts, but legislators rejected that clause.
About 3,000 Mexican
soldiers operate in Guerrero,
largely because of its thriving drug industry. More
than 60 percent of Mexico's
poppies, the raw material
for heroin, are grown there
But Amnesty charged that

the army's "operations are
also linked to gathering
intelligence on indigenous
communities and identifying what they perceive to be
subversive elements."
The report said the lack
of action against soldiers
accused of wrongdoing fell
particularly hard on women
and indigenous communities. Women who report
rapes are ostracized by their
communities and their husbands, brothers and uncles.
After Fernandez told her
husband of the March 2002
rape, they went to the local
public ministry, but the military claimed jurisdiction, the
Amnesty report said. In
February 2003, a military
prosecutor recommended
that the case be closed
because Fernandez didn't
show up for a hearing,
Amnesty said the prosecutor hadn't specified a date.
Amnesty said it feared
many other rapes in the
state hadn't been reported
"since the consequences of
reporting bear heavily on
the women and their families."
Amnesty said rape wasn't the only abuse taking
place in Guerrero
"Delegates learned of a
range of abuses against
indigenous communities by
the military, as well as various police forces," the
report said. "Women,.fearful
of soldiers, are often forced
to remain inside, and children are kept from school.
Roadblocks are set up and
men, primarily, are arbitrarily stopped accused of
growing drugs and supporting armed groups."
To read tbe Amnesty
International Report online,
go to www.amnesty.org and
click on "Mexico:
Indigenous women and military justice" under the
"Latest reports" section.
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deadliest

month in Iraq fighting
By Tim

Johnson
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BAGHDAD, Iraq- A
resurgence in armed actions
broke out Tuesday in areas
west of Fallujah along a key
highway leading to Jordan,
just weeks after a massive
U.S.-led military offensive in
the city.
American troops in Iraq
ended November with 135
deaths, the biggest toll since
April, when fighting flared
across north and west Iraq
in the "Sunni triangle," a
region dominated by supporters of toppled Sunni
Muslim dictator Saddam
Hussein,

Heavily armed antiAmerican insurgents on
Tuesday took over and
briefly held nine police stations and highway checkpoints, blowing up two
buildings, police said
Drivers reported that insurgents also took control of
large sections of the highway leading west out of
Iraq, stopping traffic and
shaking down passengers
"The government will
send elements from the
National Guard to control
the highway since the insurgents are now controlling a
large part of it," police Lt.
Hameed al Delemi said
The takeover of police
installations came on a day
of bombings against U.S.
military convoys elsewhere
The worst was in Beiji, an

ou-refining town in the
north, as a U.S. military convoy went through a bustling
area of shops. A car bomb

killed seven civilians and
wounded at least 15 people.
Two of the wounded were
American soldiers.
In a simultaneous attack
elsewhere in Beiji, 110 miles
north of Baghdad, insurgents fired a rocket-propelled grenade at a U.S.
tank, wounding a soldier.
Five American soldiers were
wounded when a suicide
bomber blew up his car
along the perilous road
from Baghdad to its international airport, destroying an
armored military truck. The
blast left a large crater in the
road.
U.S. forces said an
American soldier died late
Monday after an explosion
hit his patrol north of

Baghdad.

The armed actions west
of Fallujah came just weeks
after some 10,000 American
troops stormed the city in
the bloodiest urban military
campaign for U.S. forces
since the Vietnam War. The
offensive left 53 American
soldiers dead. Many U.S.
troops remain in and near
the city.
Insurgents blew up two
badly damaged buildings
Tuesday in Khaledia,
between Fallujah and
Ramadi, a small city on the
highway leading to Jordan,
police said.
"One of them was a

police station. It had been

attacked so many times
before that one side was collapsed and it had already
been evacuated," police 1st
Lt. Basam al Kubaisi said.
"The other building was
sometimes used by the U.S.
Army."
Insurgents also took
over six checkpoints west of
Ramadi, al Delemi said.
Raykan Ali, 34, who
drives passengers between
Iraq and Jordan, said insurgents stopped his vehicle,
searched it and took gold
jewelry from his passengers
"I didn't see any policemen on the road. There was
some American (rrrilitary
presence), but it was scattered," he said.
Insurgents seized other
police checkpoints and stations near the town of
Baghdadi, al Rutba and
Tanaf, policeman Jomaa
A'atia said.
"The insurgents killed
one of my colleagues
because he didn't give them
his car, and they took two
cars from the al Rutba police
station and confiscated more
than 25 weapons," he said.
Another highway policeman, Mohammed Hamadi,
said insurgent groups
seemed to be marauding for
weapons, and that one of
their leaders was not Iraqi.
"I think he was Saudi,
and I think all of these
actions happened because of
the attack on Fallujah,"
Hamadi said.
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The Art of Managing
Education and Motherhood
Patrice Withers
Layout and Design Editor
By

Melanie Matthews is not
your typical traditional college student. In fact, she is a
non-traditional aspiring
actress hoping to make it to
the mainstream one day.
This vibrant 35-year-old
Greensboro native is a single mother of three daughters; Lauren Whitted, 15,
Allana Matthews, 5 and
Trinity Matthews, 2. After
working for the United
States Postal Services for
several years Matthews left
because the job was unfulfilling and it was then she
decided to return to college
in 1998.
Matthews is currently a
senior at North Carolina
A&T State University majoring in professional theatre
and accounting. Although
she does not plan to pursue
a career in accounting she
feels as though it will make
her more marketable with
her future theatrical endeavors.

This extraordinary
woman has a passion for the
arts and a love for her children. Balance and time
management are important
skills this single mother has
had to acquire. So how
does one balance being a
mother, actress, waiter at a
local restaurant, complete
paralegal work when time
permits and coordinate theatre programming around
the Triad, one might ask? I
guess the answer would be

quite simple when it comes
to Matthews because she
believes the sacrifice will
pay off for the end reward
"A lot of times I feel as
though I am never able to
give anyone the 100 percent
they need," she said. "I feel
like I am not able to give my

daughters everything they

need, I'm not able to give
school everything I should
be giving it and I'm not able
to give a show 100 percent."
At times school and
motherhood can become
overwhelming for Matthews
but fortunately she has a
great support system from
her mother when she needs
assistance withher girls. In
fact she says if it was not for
her mother she would not
be able to be in school. Since
the theatre major has such a
demanding schedule and
long rehearsal times her
mother provides a daycare
for the children. Matthews
normally rehearses from
6:30 p.m. until 11 p.m. and
once she gets home she has
to immediately begin homework. She is usually in the
bed by 2 a.m. and is back up
to get her girls ready for the
day at 6:30 a.m. Of course
we are all human and
Matthews claims to become
tired at times but she works
hard to get what she wants.
Whenever this single mother has a role in a show her
mother usually spends the
night at her home to take
care of the children,
Matthews admitted that
her passion for theatre prob-
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Melanie Matthews in "The Trial." Matthews a
senior theatre and accounting major, is also a
mother of three children.
ably led to her marriage
separation last year. "There
is nothing that I would
allow to get in my way of
theatre other than my children because it is what I
love." Although the separation has been one of her
greater obstacles to overcome, she and her husband
get along well and remain
friends
Financing her way
through college has been a
major challenge. Matthews
relies solely on scholarships
because she does not receive

any financial aid assistance
For the last two years she
has received financial help
from N.C. A&T's theatre
department.
"Had it not been for the
theatre department I probably would not be in school/'
Matthews said. "I feel that
theatre is not only something I love to dobut I feel
obligated to give them
everything I have as far as
time."

Matthews could not
name just one influential
person in her life because so

Chicken Little
Commentary By

KiMBERLY Jones
Contributor
For some of us Monday
through Friday from 9 a.m.
until 5 p.m. we have class.
We're on campus everyday
traveling from one side to
the next attending class. Of
course during the middle of
the day we get hungry and
need to refuel so we can
make it through the rest of
these long days.
Unfortunately, for the bulk
of us that do not stay on
campus, we do not have a
meal plan, so we have to
seek other alternatives such
as Pizza Hut, Blimpies,
Chic-Fil-a, and other restaurants that are on campus.
So what would you do if
you received a chicken
nugget filet sandwich
instead of a chicken filet
sandwich? I guess you
would do what any other
student, or person for that
matter, would do, and that

photo by Kimberly Jones

Shareeda Best, a senior journalism and mass
communications major, holds the "chicken
sandwich" she was recently served on campus.

is to return it. But why
should this incident have
even occurred?
On Monday, Nov. 29, a
young lady went to the
Chic-Fil-a on campus and
what she got was not a
chicken filet but a nugget
filet after paying full price
for a lunch, not knowing
what she was about to bite
into. As she sat down to
prepare her sandwich the
way she wanted it she
found a nugget. It was a
small, odd-shaped, piece of
poultry, fried to perfection,
sitting nicely in the middle
of her bun. Now to all of
the students out there, what
would you have done? And
to those who are reading
this story, if you worked at
Chic-Fil-a, would you have
even considered putting
such a small or rather a
sample of chicken on that
bun? I know we are shorted
out on parking spots, but
come on, do we have to be
shorted out on chicken too?

ongratu atwns
to the December
Class of2004

many people have touched
her in a powerful way.
"My mother because she
is a constant source of inspiration, she has always told
me I can do whatever I
wanted to do. Ms. [Frankie]
Day has been an influential
person in my life because
when I was going through
the actual separation I could
call her at anytime and she
would listen," Matthews
said. "A lot of people believe
that in this field you are not
going to be able to find a job
or make any money but she
has always pointed out different roads I can take. My
former employer attorney
Margaret Dudley because
she another one of my sheroes. She is someone I look
up to that inspires me. I
always feel like she has my
back because she is very
supportive of decisions I
make."
In the little spare time
Matthews has, which is usually on Sundays she enjoys
reading suspense psychological thrillers and science
fiction. If this mother is not
at school or work she enjoys
spending time at home with
her girls. They watch
movies together or go to
Chuck E. Cheese or
Celebration Station
Even with the demands
of being a mother, student
and actress she still remains
on the dean's list, a member
of Golden Key International
Honour Society and Phi

B. Harrison Players and
received the 2004 Most
Valuable Player award. She
has also received an award
for directing and best
actress.
Matthews had never
been in a play until coming
to A&T in 2001. Her debut
appearance was in "Black
Nativity." This aspiring
actress has also appeared in
"The Trial," "Seven Guitars"
and "Crowns."
Although there are days
when Matthews feels tired
she knows the end result is
worth the effort. Her postgraduation plans are to
attend Yale University and
hopes to come back to
Greensboro and open up a
regional theatre for AfricanAmericans. While at Yale
she hopes to obtain an
M.EA in theatre management and a M.B.A at the
same time.

So, just who is Melanie
Matthews?
"I am a real person who
is fun and loving. There is
nothing that I love more
than to laugh. I am a generous and kind person. Some
probably think I am too generous and people take
advantage of it," she said.
"Anything that I have I am
willing to give. I am
focused, determined, goaloriented and faithful. I
know that God is going to
work everything out and all
of my dreams will come
true."

Kappa Phi. Matthews is also
the president of the Richard

This Week in
A&T History
Dec. 3,1971

"AKA's Sponsor Sickle
CellDrive at A&T-NCCU
Fooball Game"
The Alpha Phi Chapter
of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority Inc. raised some
much needed money for a
disease that plagues the
African-American community. Sickle cell anemia
causes normally round
blood cells to become
deformed, elongated, sickle shaped blood cells.
These deformed cells
clump up and block normal blood flow causing
extreme pain, comas and
even death. There is no
cure for the disease that
affects 1 in 10 African
Americans in this country
but the Alpha Phi Chapter
raised money to help scientists find a cure.
Dec. 3,1971
"Male Plays Role of
Woman in Little Theater
Production"
"Who's Afraid of
Virginia Woolf?" had a
new spin added to it when
A&T students performed
the play at the Paul
Robeson Little Theater.
Jayle St. Marc, a professional theater major, made
history by performing as
"Martha" in the play. St.
Marc is the first man to
play a woman's role in the
history of the Paul
Robeson Little Theater.
Dec. 4,1973
"Male Nursing Student
Confident With Mis Major"
Carl W. Preston, a male
nursing major at A&T,
became the first male stu
dent in A&T history to
work in A&T co-op program. Despite comments
from women and men
when he revealed his
major to them he did not
have a second thought

about changing fus major.
"I chose nursing as a major
because I've always liked
helping people and'. Also
the field is wide open and
there will always be a need
for nurses," said Preston.
During the school year
Preston worked at Cone
Memorial Hospital to gain
experience and did clinical
course work at Alamance
Memorial Hospital in
Burlington, NC.
Dec. 5,1978
"President Appoints
A&T Grad to Air Force
Academy"
Lt. Col. Joseph Monroe,
a graduate of A&T's Air
Force ROTC program, was
the first African American
in the history of the United
States to be nominated as a
permanent professor at the
prestigious U.S. Air Force
Academy. Monroe, who
has a Ph. D. in computer
science, would be teaching
computer science, working
with faculty on the curriculum and working with
minority affairs as well.
Dec. 7,1982
"Maya Angelou:
Phenomenon Lectures at
A&T"

Renowned poet and
author Maya Angelou
spoke to students, encouraing them to study the
rarely taught poets in
African-American literature. She urged students
to take advantage of their
resources in the library
and .to read authors and
poets like Frances Watkins
and Anne Spencer.
Angelou reminded students that it's what they
remember about their time
at A&T that will have the
biggest effect on their lives
after college.

Compiled by Shevaun J.
Lassiter
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Double CD From Streets
Disciple Is an Instant Classic
By

Jim Farber

New York Daily News
Knight Ridder News Service
The rapper known as Nas
isn't self-conscious about
labeling his ambitious new
album "weird." It's not terribly commercial, he admits,
"it's personal."
It's also long
A double album, "Street
Disciple" aims to detail the
31-year-old rapper's emotional life in a style as
sprawling as the most celebrated twin CDs of hip-hop
history: Wu-Tang Clan's
"Wu-Tang Forever," Biggie
Smalls' "Life After Death"
and OutKast's
"Speakerboxxx/The Love
Below."
"They're my heroes," Nas
says. "I wanted to be part of
that."
In many ways, he already
is. The moment his first
album, "Illmatic," appeared
10 years ago, Nasir Jones
became known as one of hip

hop's best writers, in the
time since, he has often been
compared to and battled
with Jay-Z for the title of
"the hip-hop King of New
York," though their music
and careers differ radically.
To start with, Nas lacks
Jay-Z's massive pop clout,
even though he has sold
millions of albums in his
own right. He also has a far
more somber image. But
Nas has found a unique role
for himself in combining
two seemingly dissimilar
sensibilities within hip hop.
No other rapper has
brought together progressive politics with such thuggish aggression a balance
the rapper takes to a new
level on "Street Disciple."
While most "positive" rappers come off as soft, Nas'
uplifting words haven't tempered his resolutely hard
image.
"I represent a certain life
the street," he explains.
"Street is everything."

_

Nas concentrates on racial
politics on the first section
of "Street Disciple." In the
cut "American Way," he sar-

castically takes on the
Democrats and the
Republicans, not to mention
the U.S. population at large.
"I was inspired by the
laziness (Americans) have,"
he says. "People don't even
know what they're voting
for, or why.they're voting."
In "Coon Picnic," he goes
after black actors who dominate the sitcoms pf UPN and
the WB, and who, he says,
"Yes, massah,' on TV."
"(Those) guys are role
models," Nas says. "TV is
the greatest way to 'represent.' And some of them
ain't," by which he means
these actors are not portraying blacks with dignity.
the album hardly sticks to
social broadsides. Nas also
raps about his father, jazz
musician Olu Dara, his
young daughter, Destiny,
and his emotional growth,

which is evident in his commitment to his wife, the
rock-soul singer Kelis
The references to Kelis are
sure to generate the most
talk. Though Nas has never
been known for his sense of
humor, he offers a funny
intro, "Remember the
Times," in which Kelis talks
about giving him a "free
pass" to have sex with anyone from his past before
they marry. In the skit, Nas
declines, but not before
detailing his sexual history
in a rap that would make
Led Zeppelin's groupie tales
seem downright chaste.
There is such a thing as
"too much information."
Nas insists that the conversation with Kelis never
happened in real life. He
also says an infamous song
on her last album, in which
she talked about having sex
in public, was "just a song."
Nas goes for a more serious view of sex in "The
Makings of a Perfect Bitch."

Here, he offers a smart
satire on the notion of an
ideal woman. Amazingly, he
says he created the song "as
a freestyle when I was really
high on fine wine."
Nas has lighter moments
in the music, too. For all the
gravity of his sound and
image, he often comes up
with catchy riffs and even
some club-ready tracks, like
the new "You Know My
Style," which re-creates Run
DMC's track "Jam Master
Jay" in a way that pops.
Nas is more reverent
when talking about his relationship with his dad. He
feels he has special reason to
celebrate their connection
since so many rappers have
no father figures.
"Bridging the Gap," one of
the two tracks on which Nas
and his dad collaborated on
the CD, is a blues number
that explores Dara's musical
roots. But it has a second
function. In an era when
hip-hop kids view blues as a

corny style enjoyed mainly
by middle-aged whites, the
song helps reclaim its history.
"I wanted to go to my
roots," Nas says. "I wanted
to say, I haven't forgotten
you."
But the question remains,
can such pure explorations
help Nas hold onto his fan
base in an era when "crunk"
party records dominate hip
hop?
Nas acts like he isn't bothered on "Street Disciple."
He won't market the album
with what he disdainfully
calls some "soda company
cross promotion." That decision may be especially risky
at a time when Vibe magazine has a cover line on its
latest issue that reads, "East
Coast Rap Who Cares?"
"There's still room for the
emcee from New York," Nas
says confidently. "That's the
beginning of the music. And
that's the end."

_

Former A&T Student Gives Compelling

Performance in 'Ray'

By:

Karina Hardy

Online Editor

Former N.C. A&T student,
Sharon Warren, has found her
place among the stars. The 27year-old Alabama native
attended A&T from 19961997 as an accounting major
and transferred to Auburn
University to major in business administration.
At Auburn, Warren was
persuaded by one of her professors to audition for the play
"Raisin in the Sun." She landed the role- as Beneatha which
also landed her a nomination
for the Irene Ryan Award.
Later she was cast in the
Atlanta Alliance Theatre production "The Music Lesson."
After a wardrobefittingfor the
play, Warren heard about the
auditions for the movie. With
no headshot, agent or previous
film and movie experience
Warren took a chance, auditioned and landed the role of
Ray's mother, Aretha
Robinson.
Q.) What inspired you to
become an actress?
A.) I always loved literature and the arts. I studied
Latin, literary analysis and
film in high school but I
found my true aspiration for
acting in fiction pieces. I had
always dreamed of becoming an actress but I never
really talked about it to anyone, it was just one of those

things I wanted to keep to
myself.

Robinson?

Q.) How did you hear
about the auditions in
Atlanta?
A.) It was just one of those

things that I stumbled upon.
In August 2002, my parents

were coming down to visit
me (in Atlanta) so I went to
get a hotel room for them. It
just so happened that auditions were being held on the
second floor of the same
hotel for the movie "Ray."
Seeing it as an opportunity, I
decided to take a chance
and audition. I had no headshot with me or anything
but they had me to read 12
scenes and told me that they
would announce the
assigned roles in two weeks
The casting director called
me back and notified me
that I had landed the role
for Ray's mother, Aretha
Robinson. The odd thing is
that at the time the film was
not financed so no one
ron
y
knew if the film would even
Robinson
in the movie "Ray."
get off the ground but they
took a chance.
the literature and the arts.
they saw me turning down
When I told them of my
jobsfrom 9-5 p.m. and
Q.) Did your parents supdecision to pursue acting
becoming what people call a
port your decision to
full time they became con"starving artist" they gradubecome an actress?
cerned with the basic issues
ally came to understand that
of how I was going to pay
I was serious and passionate
A.) Initially, they did not
thebills and how I was
about becoming an actress.
clearly understand why I
going to take care of myself. Now they are extremely
was choosing to pursue actI knew that I had to prove to supportive of what I do
ing as a career because I had them that I was serious
not been verbal about it. All
about acting and that this
Q.) How did you prepare
they had known was that I
was not just a phase. Once
for your role as Aretha
had a great appreciation for

A.) Between the time that I
was cast for the movie
(August 2002) and the time
they began filming (March
2003) I focused on giving
my character life. I spoke
with my grandmother who
was born in 1915 and she
told me about the struggles,
challenges and obstacles
black women faced in 1935.
She really brought it home
for me because she gave me
information that you can't
find in print; therefore she
was the soul inspiration for
my performance.

Q.) Describe your first day
on the set.
A.) My first

day on the set

lasted 19hours on location
at a sugar cane plantation in
Louisiana. We did three to
four scenes that day and
there was no room for error.
The movie ran on a tight
schedule. But it wasn't until
the second day that reality
hit. That was the day that
we did the drowning scene
with the youngest son,
George. We did 36 takes of
that one scene and on each
one I had to pour out more
emotion and more tears.
Q.) Your scenes were
filmed on location in
Louisiana. How was that?
A.) It was challenging to
work on location. For hours
you are constantly sur-

rounded by children, animals and extras and still
have to stay focused though
it all.
Q.) How has your life

changed since the release'of
the film?

A.) Not that much on the

physical aspect. I now live

in L.A. and am working
with agents. However on
the spiritual aspect I have
now recognized why God
made me. I know that it was
not just by chance that I was
cast for the film but that
God ordained for me to be
in the film. I now live to act
and act to live.
Q.) Are you working on
any other projects?
A.) I have a smallrole in
the upcoming film "Glory
Road" by Disney, which
focuses on the NCAA championship of 1964.

Q.) What advice would
you give to potential

actors/actresses?
A.) Sometimes actors and
actresses get so focused on
that one big break that they
forget about who they are.
Never forget about who you
are or where you come
from. If God meant for you
to go into this business you
will get there but don't force
your break to happen. When
God wants it to happen, it
will happen.

Lil Flip vs TI: Take Your Pick
Commentary By

Julius

way we ball." After making
his name on his first single,
Flip blazed the track titled
Arts and Entertainment Editor
"Like a pimp" with the help
of David Banner.
Okay, let's get to the botOn his solo album he
tom of this debate and
dropped "Game Over,"
choose the King ofthe South
which was an instant club
once and for all.
anthem and was played
Alot of people would
heavily on radio stations
give it to Lil Flip because he nationwide. Then
came the
has made a name for his self
hit "Sunshine" featuring
on the underground mixLea. It showed the sensitive
tape circuit. He has released side of Flip
and won the
several screwed CDs that
hearts
of
females
many
have been a hit down south
everywhere, to top things
and a hit across black camoff his album has sold over
puses in the south. When
2 million copies to date.
Flip entered the mainOn the other hand there
stream, he blew up immediis
TI.
A young Atlanta rapately dropping "This is the
per who has made a name

MCKINLEY

for himself by giving listeners a taste of the street life.
TI hit the scene early, but
did not have a lot of success
due to bad promotional
deals and he lack of publicity. TI responded withan
album entitled "Trap
Muzic," which was set off
by the club anthem "24's."
He followed up after dropping his first single and
came hard with
"Rubberband man." This
song was a hit everywhere
and hit radio stations
nationwide and was played
heavily on BET and MTV.
Then came the single "Let's
Get Away" produced by
Jazze Pha. This single

showed the sensitive side of
the young ATL rapper, but

dropped his "Urban
Legend" album which features the newest club
anthem "Bring Em Out,"
which uses a sample from
one of TI's favorite rappers
legendary Jay-Z. The album
also includes street anthems
as well. "You don't know
Me" and "Stand Up" which
features TrickDaddy and
Lil Wayne. On this album
there are also appearences
from Nelly and Mannie
Fresh,

Courtesy of Grand Hustle Records

at the same time TI still kept
it "street" with his lucrative
lyrics.
On Tuesday, Nov. 30, TI

Honestly, I have to go
with TI as the King of the
South. Not only is he a lyricist, he is an an enterpreneur that will soon release a
movie as well. He also has

an endorsement deal with
Reebok through the S.
Carter shoe line
TI has won the hearts of
all of his fans down in the
ATL. This comes a shocker
due to the fact that Ludacris
is from Atlanta and has sold
enormous amounts of
records
Not only did TI win the
battle with Lil Flip, he also
dissed Ludacris several
times on mixtapes
After hstening to "Urban
Legend" the latest CD from
TI, it is evident who the
king of the South is and he
hails from the ATL not
Houston

r
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Howard's Yardfest Turns
into a "Curse-Fest"
By Akiki Kizza

Commission would have
made a profit through indecency fees.
It was unfortunate that
the performers decided to
use curse words to spread
their messages. In the beginning, I tolerated the first
artist because I thought it
was hip to listen to such
garbage. The crowd
screamed its lungs out and
everyone enjoyed the show.
However, as different performers came to the stage, I
couldn't stand the constant
four-letter verbal attack. All
of a sudden it was motherfer!!!! this and f— that and
b— etc. I felt sad when one
rapper said that all b—
should shout out and almost
all the ladies in the audience
did so with glee.
This was my first live hip-

Black College Wire
Homecoming week has
come and gone. Depending
on your preferences, you
either enjoyed the entire
week or you might have
been disgusted by some
events.
I should say that maybe
I'm not qualified to comment on the Yardfest on the
Howard University campus
because I don't understand
the hip-hop culture. But
honestly speaking, the verbal diarrhea that occurred
on stage was unthinkable.
No wonder the Howard television station, WHUT-32,
doesn't do live broadcasts of
such events. The Federal
Communications

Photo Credit:

Maya Gilliam/The Hilltop

hop show. I realized that I
couldn't skip a song simply
because it had curse words.
Since this was a public
show, I thought precautions
should have been in place to
discourage the unfortunate
verbal assault. You might
say that I had a choice of
leaving if I felt offended, but
I couldn't because I simply
didn't believe what I heard.
A friend realized that I
was concerned about the
show, but he told me not to
worry because according to
him, that was hip-hop culture and it was OK for the
artists to call them such
obscenities or even to say,
"You n
better f— vote on
Tuesday."
I guess that is one aspect
of hip-hop culture I didn't
agree with. I kept on imag-

ining what my poor mother
would have felt if she came
all the way from Uganda on
Friday and heard what was
said. I'm sure that her perceptions (negati ve) ofthe
young African-American
generation would be solidified by that sick verbal barrage.
Even though good things
happened during the show,
such as a good MC jobby a
student from Howard's
School of Communications,
the bad language overshadowed them. It's obvious that
not all Howard students use
that kind of language, but it
made me sick to realize that
some of them enjoy using it
and that it appeals to them
in various ways.

A&T Students Get First Look
at Fantasia's CD
By

Shevaun J. Lassiter

Senior Writer
American Idol 3 winner, Fantasia
Barrino, released her much-awaited debut
album to the world on Nov. 23. Students at
N.C. A&T got to hear it before anyone else.
At a hstening party held in the Exhibit
Hall of the Memorial Student Union on
Nov. 18, students came out for refreshments
and raffles while they got to preview the
American Idol's CD.
"We were approached by Sony to do
three hstening events," said Kiir Knight, student promotions director at WNAA 90.1.

Fantasia's was the first hstening party that
WNAA 90.1 threw.
Barrino's goal for her first CD was not to
be a part of the bad CDs stereotypical of
American Idol winners. The 20-year-old
songstress worked with hip-hop moguls
like Jermaine Dupri, Missy Elliott, Rodney
Jerkins and Harold Lilly on her new CD,
"Free Yourself".
Released on J-Records, "Free Yourself"
features new and old songs including "I
Believe" and "Summertime." A few of the
songs were even co-written by Barrino.
Born June 30,1984, in High Point, N.C,
Barrino began singing at the age of 5 and
never stopped. She was sidetracked for a

while with the birth of her daughter, Zion,
now 3 years old, but "American Idol" gave
her an opportunity to pursue her dream of
being a singer once again. Family members
took care of Zion while Barrino seduced
America withher unique voice. On May 26,
65 million people voted and Barrino was
named American Idol 3 Winner.
Now promoting her CD, Barrino has
decided to go for her high school diploma,
Barrino now wears several hats including
student, mother and singer.
The WNAA-FM Listening Party helped to
boost the CD. Students who work with
WNAA passed out feedback sheets to get
students opinions of the 13 songs on the

CD

Mike "Philly" Fairfax, a WNAA intern,

helped to make the party successful and

enjoyed the tracks on the new album.
"This is hot," said Fairfax. "It's well produced, well written... Number two is my
favorite."
The CD features songs fast paced and
catchy, like "Baby Mama" and "Got Me
Waiting," written by new artist Cierra. Slow
and smooth songs, like "Good Lovin'," give
a welcomed change in pace.
After hearing the CD, Joycelyn Bailey, a
senior JOMC major, said "It's going to be a
hit."
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Dream ."I

want to become a doctor."

WHNNURS
-

Artist of the Year Male Solo

Lyricist of the Year

Ludacris

Jay-Z

-

Artist of the Year Group

Dancehall/Reggae Artist of the

Ying Yang Twins

Year
Elephant Man

Breakthrough Artist of the Year
Kanye West

-

Single of the Year Solo Artist
"Right Thurr," Chingy

-

Single of the year Group
"Lean Back," Terror Squad

-

"I don't have the

Producer of the year: Lil Jon

-

R&B artist of the year male
Usher

-

R&B artist of the year female:
Alicia Keys

Single of the Year Collaboration
"Damn," Youngbloodz
featuring Lil Jon

Video of the year: "Through The
Wire," Kanye West, directed by
Coodie and Kanye West

R&B/Rap Collaboration of the

Independent album of the year:
"Konexion" (BBE/Rapster),
Freddie Foxxx

Year

"Yeah!," Usher featuring Lil Jon
and Ludacris
Best Female Rap Collaboration
"Lean Back," Terror Squad and
Remy Ma

International artist of the year:
Tego Calderon (Puerto Rico)

Fat Tape Song of the Year
"Clap Back," Ja Rule

The Johns Hopkins Post-Baccalaureate

Premedical Program prepares college
graduates with strong academic records
to apply to the best medical scrrools by
giving them the personal attention, the
necessary science and math courses, and
one-to-one academic advising.
If you or someone you

know wants to pursue a
career as a doctor, apply
during the application
period of September 1 to
March 1.
For more information, visit

www.jhu.edu/postbac or
call 410-516-7748.

Remix of the Year
"Right Thurr/' Chingy
featuring Trina and JD
Album of the Year
"The CoUege Dropout/'
Kanye West

Reality:

required courses for
medical school."

JOHNS HOPKINS
Post-Baccalaureate
Premedical Program

Kanye West, one of the night's top winners, took home

three awards.
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Aggies defeated High Point University
for first victory of the season

Julius McKinley

Arts and Entertainment Editor
Sophomore guard Sean
Booker led all scorers with
29 points to lead N.C. A&T
to a 77-68 win over High
Point University at Corbett
Sports Center on Nov. 30.
The win came over a
tough High Point team that
was picked to finish first
place in the Big South
Conference

The win also avenged a
35-point loss handed to the
Aggies by the Panthers in
last year's contest.
The Panthers (1-4) were
led by Danny Gathings with
a team high 21 points and
14rebounds.
Gathings led the Panthers
in the last season's game
with 22 points
"They played hard," said
head coach Jerry Eaves of
the Aggies. "They played to
win. We forced the same
amount of turnovers, but we
converted them into points,"
he also added.
Jerry Echenique chipped
in 10 points for the visiting
Panthers who played the
Aggies tough and physical
all game long.
This was the first win in

Photo by Charles Watkins

Aggie center Gregory Davis C33) blocked Jerry
Echenique (00) shot.

Football and Volleyball
All-MEAC teams
2004 VOLLEYBALL ALL-CONFERENCE
Coach of the Year Tony Trifonov, Florida A&M
Player of the Year - Adriana Kostadinova, Florida A&M
Rookie of the Year - Esther Johnson, Morgan State

-

First 1

Jana Milin, Md.-Eastern Shore, OH, Sr.
Adriana Kostadinova, Florida A&M, OH, Jr.
Maria Andova, Florida A&M, MB,So
Adriena Ruiz, Florida A&M, OH, Jr.
Ashley Preston, Morgan State, Lib, Fr.
Mariela Portocarrero, Florida A&M, Setter, Sr.

Esther Johnson, Morgan State, OH, Fr.
Arlene Mitchell, N.C. A&T, OH, So.
Chavanca Hoskins, Hampton, OH, So
Kollin Hoskins, Howard, MB, Jr.
Lauren Walker, N.C. A&T, Lib, So.
Junel Jeffries, Morgan State, Setter, So.
2004 Football All-Conference Teams

Offensive Player of the Year - Bradshaw Littlejohn, Morgan State
Defensive Player of the Year - Justin Durant, Hampton
Rookie of the Year - Shaheer McBride, Delaware State
Offensive Lineman of the Year Jelani Clement, Hampton
Coach of the Year - Joseph Taylor, Hampton

-

FIRST TEAM OFFENSE

QB Bradshaw Littlejohn, Morgan State Sr.
RB Alonzo Coleman, Hampton So., Roland "Jay" Colbert, Howard
Jr.
WR Howard Gilmore, Norfolk State Sr., WR Kelvin Dickens, Morgan State Jr.
OL Julius Franklin, Bethune-Cookman Sr., Brandon Torrey, Howard Sr., Curtis Bradley,
Morgan State So. Gerald Perry, Hampton Sr.
C Jelani Clement, Hampton Sr.
TE Chris Cash, Morgan State Jr.
KR/PR Marquay McDaniels, Hampton Jr.
PK Andrew Paterini, Hampton So.
FIRST TEAM DF.FF.NSF.
DL Alex Saunders, Bethune-Cookman Sr., Brent Davis, Delaware State Sr., Micah
Littlejohn, Hampton Jr., Rickie Lewis N.C. A&T Jr.
LB Justin Durant Hampton 6-2 235 So., Kevin Talley Norfolk State 6-0 225 Sr., Vincent
Brown Morgan State 6-2 240 Sr.
DB Antoine Bethea Howard Jr.,Nick Collins Bethune-Cookman Sr., Ryan Hemby S.C
State Grad, Sam Smith Delaware State Jr.
P Cameron Muro Hampton Jr.

SECOND TEAM OFFENSE

QB Princeton Shepherd Hampton Jr.
RB Jason Jackson Morgan State Jr., DeShawn Baker S.C. State So.
WR Jerome Mathis HamptonSr., Tommy Manus Morgan State Sr.
OL Gerrell Golightly Hampton Jr., Clyde Reed S.C. State Jr, Jason Dean S.C. State Jr.
Roderick Rogers S.C. State Grad.
C Christopher Olin Bethune-Cookman r-Sr.
TE Xavier Butler Bethune-Cookman Sr.
KR/PR Roland "Jay" Colbert Howard Jr.
PK Jesus Cortez Bethune-Cookman So.
:OND TEAM DEFF.NSF.
DL Aaris

Johnson Morgan State Jr., William Hudson Bethune-Cookman Sr., Jesse Hayes

Howard Jr. Marcus Darby S.C. State So.
LB Jamal Muhammad Bethune-Cookman 6-1 235 Sr., Mike Sanders Howard Sr., Brian
Houston Hampton r-Sr.
DB Dirul Diaab Hampton Sr., Ronald Bartell, Jr. Howard Sr., Larry Davis Morgan State
Jr., James McCoy N.C. A&T Sr.
P Davis Player Bethune-Cookman r-Jr.

November for the Aggies
since beating Elon in 1998
The 1998 win over Elon
was also the last time that
the Aggies won a home
opener.
It also snapped a eightgame losing streak dating
back to last season.
Booker led the way for the
Aggies (1-4) and also tied
his career high for points
scored in a single game.
The sophomore guard also
had nine rebounds, four on
the offensive end.
"Sean played hard and
put in a lot of effort," said
Eaves. "He scored a lot of
points, but he has played
better games."
One of Booker's four
offensive rebounds came at
a crucial time in the game.
With 42 seconds remaining,
Rechodd Carter attempted a
three-point field goal that
rattled out ofthe rim.
Booker used his long arms
to tip in the shot. The tip-in
by Booker sealed the game
for the Aggies.
Seconds later forward
Greg Roberts found Booker
underneath the basket for a
layup that sealed the first
win for the Aggies.
The win gave the Aggies

Steven Koger (2) takes a jump shot over
Akeem Scott (23).
their first win over a
Piedmont school since beating UNC Greensboro in
2000.
The Aggies next contest
will be tonight against

Radford at 7 p.m. in
Radford, Va.
The Aggies' next home
game will be on Dec. 11
against Campbell University
at 4 p.m.

Lady Aggies edge
Lady Panthers but
fall to Lady Bucs
By

Michael Stanley

Contributor
With 6.9 seconds left on
the clock, junior guard Kira
Tillman scored the gamewinning shot through the
lane leaving one second on
the clock which helped N.C
A&T edge out with the victory 73-72 on Nov. 27 at the
Corbett Sports Center.
The play was executed
with a great screen set by
center Malea Gibson on
High Point's Katie O'Dell to
clear the lane for a good
shot
It was a first for both
teams as the Lady Aggies
recorded their first victory
of the season after two early
losses to Charlotte and
Pittsburgh,
The Lady Panthers (2-1)
suffered their first loss of
:he season,
The Lady Aggies had balanced scoring with three
players scoring in doublefigures.
They were led by Tia
Richardson's double-double
scoring 14 points and

pulling down 11 rebounds,
LaKeisha Williams pitched
in 13 points and Yanumbe
Sherman finished with 12.
At halftime the Lady
Aggies were leading 34-29
In the second half, A&T
led the whole way. There
were three ties and after two
clutch free-throws by
Martin, the Aggies gained at
one-point lead 71-72.
The Lady Panthers
outscored the Lady Aggies
43-39 rallying toward the
end of the game knocking
down key free-throws.
Edging out a one-point
victory, the Aggies are fortunate after leading by as
much as 14 points in middle
of the second half.
The Lady Panthers'
Charlena Martin had a
career night scoring 36
points, shooting 12-for-20
from the field.
Martin had a lot to do
with the Lady Aggies' lead
decreasing, she scored 28 of
her 36 points all in the second half and she contributed on both ends of the
floor as well.

On Nov. 29, the Lady
Aggies fell to Charleston
Southern 77-48 at
Charleston, S.C.
Erica McCoy led with 18
points and seven rebounds
for the Lady Bucs (2-2).
Keena Wicker scored 14
points, Lakieshia Bryant
added 13 and Amanda
Ekberg contributed with 11
on the night.
The Lady Bucs shot 47.2
percent from the field and
out-rebounded the Lady
Aggies 48-37.
Tillman led the Lady
Aggies (1-3) with 12 points
and Shareka Glover added
11. The Lady Aggies shot
only 27.5 percent from the
field.
The Lady Aggies face off
against Wake Forest on
Thursday night, Dec. 2, at
Winston-Salem, N.C.
Their first conference
game will be at Coppin
State in Baltimore on Dec. 4

Wannstedt says Williams
should have been long gone
Former coach:'Hey, just go away'
By Armando Salguero

Knight Ridder Newspapers
(KRT)
Former coach Dave Wannstedt said

Wednesday the Miami Dolphins just wanted Ricky Williams to simply "go away."
"The main concern that our players had

was that Ricky kept coming back and talking about it," Wannstedt said on Sporting
News Radio. "Once he decided to move on,
the consensus in the locker was, 'Hey, move
on. You don't want to play anymore? OK,
that's done. We'll deal with it.' But every
three days, you know, don't have another
story in the paper. Let the thing go."

"Just move on and let us go about our
business. I think that was probably the
biggest issue that was going on during the
season is, 'Hey, just go away'"
The irony of Wannstedt's comment is that
he is criticizing Williams for not going away
while still maintaining his office at the club
facility and granting interview requests to
talk about the Dolphins since resigning two
weeks ago.
Williams will be able to serve a four-game
suspension and play next season.
Several players, including Zach Thomas
and Seth McKinney said if Williams returns
they would accept him as a teammate.

MEAC Men's
basketball record
Teams
S.C. State
Bethune-Cookman

MEAC

MEAC Women's
basketball record

Overall

Teams
Coppin State
Howard
South Carolina St
Delaware State
N.C. A&T
Bethune-Cookman
Hampton
Florida A&M
Norfolk State
Md.-Eastern Shore
Morgan State

Hampton

Howard
Morgan State
Norfolk State
N.C. A&T
Md.-Eastern Shore
Coppin State
Florida A&M
Delaware State
Tuesday. Nov. 30
N.C. A&T 77, High Point 68

Saturday. Dec. 4
Delaware St. at Md.-Eastern Shore, 2 p.m.
Bethune-Cookman at Hampton, 2 p.m.
S.C. State at Morgan St., 4 p.m.
Florida A&M at Norfolk State, 4 p.m.
N.C. A&T at Coppin State, 5:30 p.m.

Saturday. December 4
Longwood at Howard, 2 p.m.
Delaware St. at Maryland-Eastern Shore, 4 p.m
S.C. State at Morgan State, 4 p.m.
Bethune-Cookman at Hampton, 4 p.m.
Florida A&M at Norfolk State, 6 p.m.
N.C. A&T at Coppin State, 7:30 p.m.

Time to give Manning
credit, not an asterisk
J. Neal

...

ized blocking rules but
the insecurity of facing
Knight Ridder Newspapers
Lawrence
Taylor, Ronnie
(KRT)
Lott, Deion Sanders and all
the phenomenal athletes
Peyton Manning's arm
those greats inspired to play
hadn't finished the followdefense.
through on his 10th touchStill, there's no doubt the
down pass before the anagreatest boon to the NFL
lysts began devaluing NFL
passing game was the 1978
2004 passing stock.
rules change preventing
He wouldn't have done it
contact with receivers more
in the old days. Aren't they
than 5 yards beyond the brie
going too far with this noof scrimmage.
touch football downfield
The single-season passing
stuff? Defensive backs can't
yardage record, 4,007, had
cover anybody. Too many
stood for 10 seasons. It lastcheap touchdowns, nowaed another two before Dan
days.
Fouts jacked it up three
A five-touchdown pass
straight years.
game, once about as rare as
The sturdier totichdown
steak tartare, now is as
pass record had stood for 16
weekly as Time. Former
seasons. It hung on for
Green Bay All-Pro Sterling
seven until Marino shatSharpe laughed on
tered it.
Thursday's NFL Playbook
No doubt, this year's
that he would have caught
reemphasized enforcement
200 a year under these rules
of downfield contact rules
All this creates the impresassists no team more than
sion that Manning is just the the Colts. But, during the
biggest glutton in a season
years, enforcement of those
of free yardage and easy
rules shifts like the tides.
points. That he somehow
The way they're being called
won't deserve full credit for
now is the way they were
erasing Dan Marino's 1984
being called in 1984.
totals of 48 touchdown passSTRANGE YEAR
es and 5,084 yards from the
That season produced
record book.
some incredible numbers
That's balderdash. I spent
aside from Marino's. The
some post-Thanksgiving
Cardinals' Neil Lomax
full-stomach time with numthrew for 4,614 yards and
bers. Numbers from today
completed 61.6 percent of
and numbers from the midhis passes. At no other time
1980s. And the numbers say in his eight NFL seasons did
this:
Lomax beat 3,400 yards or
When they type over Dan
60 percent.
Marino's name in the NFL
Similarly, never in his sucrecord book with Peyton
ceeding 14 NFL seasons
Manning's, they don't need
would Seattle's Dave Krieg
to type any asterisk. This
beat his 3,671 yards or 32
isn't anything like the basetouchdowns from 1984.
ball home run explosion.
Washington possession
NFL quarterbacks comreceiver Art Monk became
plete a higher percentage of the first 100-catch wide
passes in 2004 as compared
receiver in 20 years with a
to 1984 or any time in the
then-record 106 grabs.
mid-1980s. But this year's
In other words, it was one
team passing yards, touchof those seasons like this
down passes and overall
one. Six quarterbacks are on
scoring actually trail the
pace to have one of the 20
mid-1980s, NFL's first postbest passer ratings since
merger armball era.
1978 and two, Manning and
BUT
Minnesota's Daunte
When comparing across
Culpepper, are on pace to
eras, you can "but" until
beat Steve Young's all-time
Koren Robinson holds onto record of 112.8.
an important pass. Johnny
You would think current
Unitas, Otto Graham and
teams' point and yardage
Sammy Baugh threw
totals would run up so fast,
against Simple Simon
NFL scoreboards and stat
defenses but their
sheets would go
receivers, compared to those "THWACK" like a pinball
in the past 25 years, didn't
machine giving a free game
increase a passer's margin
They most certainly have
for error through sheer athnot.
leticism,
Let's take touchdown
Marino, Montana, Steve
passes, the record Manning
Young and Manning had the willbreak at some point in
security of working behind
the next three weeks. This
offensive lines with liberalyear, teams average 1.37

...

Overall

Thursda Dec. 2
N.C. A&T at Wake Forest, 7 p.m.

Thursday. Dec. 2
N.C. A&T at Radford, 7 p.m.

By David

MEAC

touchdown passes per
game. If you want to subtract Indianapolis as a statistical anomaly, that's 1.29
touchdown passes per
game.
And 20 years ago? Also
1.37TD tosses per game.
Eliminate the Dolphins for
the same reason you'd eliminate the Colts from this
year's numbers and the
league average is 1.31.
In other words, almost
exactly the same.
That holds up if you look
at the other years sandwiched by the two 1980s
players' strikes 1.39 (1983),
1.33 (1985) and 1.31 (1986).
Teams average 209.8 yards
passing per game going into
today's games. That's two
West Coast offense crossing
patterns from 1983 (226.0),
1984 (228.2), 1985 (226.5)
and 1986 (225.7). The yards
per completion numbers
vary little
But they roll up bigger
scores than the heart of the
Reagan era, right? Nope.
Only 20.9 points per game,
20.5 if you remove
Indianapolis, which is scoring at near-record pace. The
worst of the mid-1980s was
1986's 20.5 points per game.
The other three years were
more than 21 points each.
ONLY DIFFERENCE
In fact, the one area you
could point to as improved
from 20 years ago is completion percentage. It's right at
60.0, three to five percent
better than where any given
year in the mid-1980s. Now,
let's see if that holds up
through December's Junior
Ice Bowls when conditions
do funny things to balls and
hands.
Manning won't jack up
Marino's record by 33 percent, as Marino did to the
mark shared by Y.A. Tittle
and George Blanda.
Manning doesn't come off
as the pure phenom Marino
did, as this is Manning's
seventh season vs. 1984
being Marino's second.
Marino never had an
Edgerrin James as a run
threat, either.
But when Manning surpasses the first of what
could be several records that
stamp Marino as the NFL's
greatest passer, there should
be no asterisks or apologies.
Just applause.

A&T games during
Dec. 2-Jan. 17
-

Men's basketball Dec. 2, at Radford, Radford, Va., 7 p.m.; Dec. 4, at Coppin State*
Baltiimore, 7:30; Dec. IT, Campbell, Corbett Sports Center, 4 p.m.; Dec. 14, at Louisville,
Louisville, Ky, 7 p.m.; Dec. 18, at Nebraska, Lincoln, Neb., 7:05 pm.; Dec. 21, at Tulane,
New Orleans, 7 p.m.; Dec. 30 at Wake Forest, Winston-Salem, N.C, 7 p.m.; Jan. 8,
Hampton*, Corbett Sports Center, 4 p.m.; Jan. 10, Norfolk State*, Corbett Sports Center,
7:30 p.m.; Jan. 15, Delaware State*, Corbett Sports Center, 4 p.m.; Jan. 17, Howard*,
Corbett Sports Center, 7:30.

-

Women's Basketball Dec. 2, at Wake Forest, Winston-Salem, N.C, 7 p.m.; Dec. 4, at
Coppin State*, Baltimore; 5:30 p.m.; Dec. 16, at UNC-Asheville, Asheville, N.C, 2 p.m.; Dec
18, at N.C. State, Raleigh, N.C, 2 p.m.; Dec. 22, at Gardner-Webb, Boiling Springs, N.C, 7
p.m.; Jan. 4, at East Carolina, Greenville, N.C, 7 p.m.; Jan. 8, Hampton*, Corbett Sports
Center, 4 p.m.; Jan. 10, Norfolk State*, Corbett Sports Center, 7:30 p.m.; Jan. 15, Delaware
State*, Corbett Sports Center, 4 p.m.; Jan. 17, Howard*, Corbett Sports Center, 7:30.

Bowling - Dec. 27-28 Colgate Invitational, Mt. Laurel, N.J.; Dec. 29-30, Keystone Quaker
Classic, Allentown, Pa.; Jan. 15-16, Southern Varsity Invitational, Baton Rouge, La.
Home games in bold
* MEAC games

A&T basketball
on the rebound
despite slow start

_

Commentary by
Gregory Bond

points per game, you would
score 30 points on us. If you
Sports Editor
averaged over 20 then the
When you look at the five
sky was the limit to your
total points that game.
games that the A&T men's
basketball team played, you
If I were coaching a little
would say they stink. That
league, middle school or a
high school team, I would
is absolutely false.
tell them to go to an A&T
In five games, their only
was
game and watch and learn
victory
against High
what not to do in a game.
Point. The Aggies lost to
Santa Clara by 38, New
Opponents did not respect
them. UNC went "And-1"
Mexico by 16, Texas A&M
on them acting like they
by 33 and Duquesne by 13
were in Rucker Park.
Last year we lost to
Former Tar Heel head coach
Alabama State by 34 and
Charlotte by 63
Matt Doherty only stood
have
been
once and that was to help
not
this
excitI
ed for A&T basketball since
one of his players up when
he dove out-of-bounds.
the 2001-2002 year when
We were so horrible that
were good.
For those of you who were when the Aggies lost to
Duke University by just
not here two years ago, you
over 30, Duke head coach
would not understand the
Mike Krzyzewski forced the
situation. The Aggies were
team to practice eight hours
horrible two years ago,
going 1-26. They were "ATL after the game. North
Carolina Central defeated us
stomped" by almost every
team except for Norfolk
and that was a Division II
school.
State their only victory of
the season.
This year, I believe that
this squad will finally
I felt like Dudley High
redeem themselves from
School or even my high
school, Gates County High,
being the whipping team of
the MEAC for the first time
could beat them.
The Aggies were dead last in years.
They will not have that
in almost every category in
respect like the Aggies in
the MEAC two years ago.
the '80s and early '90s,
They could not shoot the
when they tied with
ball into a hula hoop. They
Kentucky with the longest
also played defense the
consecutive conference touropposite way. They used a
nament titles with seven,
zone defense most of the
but they will get some of it
season and left people so
wide open that you would
back.
Will they win the NCAA
have thought that they were
national title? Yeah, the
using only four players.
same day I can dunk over
If you were playing A&T
Shaquille O'Neal! Can they
and you were averaging 15

-

win the MEAC? That is up
in the air.
The MEAC does not have
that one dominating team.
They are the weaker versior
of the ACC, where almost
anybody can win the
MEAC
If the Aggies do not win
the MEAC, they will be the
spoiler team of the MEAC
and possibly upset one of
the top teams from the
MEAC title.

THERE'S MORE
THAN ONEWAY
TO COME OP
IN LIFE.
Everybody's looking fora way to makeit happen And
with orer200 careers tochoose from in the U.S Army,
you can do just that. You II become stronger, smarter
and more prepared to face any challenge that comes
your way. Find out how you can become An ArmyOf
One at G0ARMV.COM or call 1-800-USA-ARMY.

:

-

Where Greensboro Army Recruiting Station
When: Monday ■Friday, 9 a.m. 6 p.m.
Who: Sgt 1st Class Foster. B54-S580
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Before the holiday break,
take the opportunity to
meet with your Academic
Advisor to
schedule
Spring 2005 classes.

Thursday,December 2, 2004

